
50
 WAYS 

YEARBOOKBESTIES.COM

 TO TELL A STORY 



What STORIES do you want / need to tell? 
(note: a story is not the same as a “topic”)  

What INFORMATION can you get? 
 
Do you have good CANDID PHOTOS? 
(Even if the yearbook staff didn’t get pictures, is it possible that someone 
took some with their own cameras or on their phone? Will they share?) 

ALL stories are 
made better with 
great candid 
photos.

Can we incorporate STUDENT VOICES?



 GET INSPIRED

Boston Globe - 2014

Behance 2017



 GET INSPIRED
Online portfolio – Pau Morgan - - 2014

CLIO Awards website - 2014

Popular Science 2019

Runners World 2019
Men’s Health July/August. 2019



 WHERE TO GET IT

• RB Digital 
• Ads of the World 
• graphic designer portfolios 
• Behance.net 
• Pinterest 
• Magazines 
• The world around you (be ready!) 
• issuu.com

http://issuu.com


1. 5Ws (who, what, when, where, why) 
2. Advice 
3. Autobiography 
4. Before, During, After 
5. Behind the ________________ 
6. Breakdown  
7. By the Numbers 
8. Calendar 
9. Chart 
10. Compare / Contrast 
11. Dos and Don’ts  
12. Fact box 
13. Favorites 
14. Fill in the Blank 

15. Glossary 
16. Graph 
17. He Said / She said    
18. How to 
19. Infographic 
20. Illustration 
21. List 
22. Mad Libs 
23. Map 
24. Matching 
25. Minute by Minute  
26. Multiple Perspectives 
27. Photo Diary 
28. Polls 
29. Profile 
30. Pros and Cons 
31. Q & A 
32. Quiz 
33. Quotes 
34. Rating

to tell a story

35. Recipe 
36. Roundtable 
37. Scale 
38. Schedule 
39. Social Media Post 
40. Stats 
41. Stem Completion 
42. Step by Step 
43. This or That 
44. Timeline 
45. Top 10 (or 5 or 7….) 
46. Transcript of Conversation 
47. Who Knows Best 
48. Word Association 
49. Expectation vs. Reality 
50. A to Z 



  
You want to cover what the community thinks. 

You want to include lots of voices. 
Your story revolves around numbers. 

The plain facts are actually interesting.

What to 
do when...

•5Ws 
•By the 

Numbers 
•Fact Box 
•Favorites 
•List 
•Poll 
•Stats



01
 5Ws 

Redondo Union HS 2019



02
 ADVICE 
02

McLean HS 2019



McLean HS - 2014

 AUTOBIOGRAPHY 
03



04
 BEFORE, DURING & AFTER 

Redondo Union HS 2019



04
 BEFORE, DURING & AFTER 

Longmont HS 2019



BEHIND 
THE ____

05

Gabrielino HS - 2017



 BREAKDOWN 
06
Chantilly HS 2019



•Behind the _____ 
•Breakdown

What to 
do when...

  
The story is about things. 

You want to take a closer look at the details. 
The story has an untold/insider angle.  



 BY THE NUMBERS
07
Lovejoy HS 2019



 BY THE NUMBERS
07Rock Canyon HS 2019



 CALENDAR 
08

Rock Canyon HS 2019



02
 CHART 
09

Google image search



You want to show multiple perspectives. 
You want to compare multiple things. 

•Compare/Contrast 
•Multiple Perspectives 
•Pro/Cons 
•Rating 
•Scale 
•Top 10 
•Who Knows Best?

What to 
do when...



COMPARE/ CONTRAST 10
Longmont HS 2019



COMPARE/ 
CONTRAST 

10
Brighton HS 2019



 DOs & DON’Ts 
11
Corning Painted Post HS 2019



FACT BOX
12

Smoky Hill HS 2019



Munster HS 2019

FAVORITES 
13



 FILL IN THE BLANK 
14

Westfield MS 2018 



TJHSST 2019
 GLOSSARY 
15



McKinney HS 2019
 GLOSSARY 
15



GRAPH 
16

TJHSST 2019



 HE SAID / 
SHE SAID 

17

Parkway West HS 2019



 HOW TO 
18

McLean HS 2019



•Advice 
•Breakdown 
•Dos & Don’ts 
•Glossary 
•How to 
•List 
•Recipe 
•Step by Step

Your want to teach your reader 
how to do something. 

The story has complicated 
terminology. 

You want the reader to know 
what it takes.

What to 
do when...



 INFOGRAPHIC
19

ESPN Magazine, July 2019



ILLUSTRATION 
20
Popular Mechanics, July/August 2019



LIST 
21
Men’s Journal, July/August 2019



MAD 
LIBS

22

MMLAFLEUR AD 2019



22

MMLAFLEUR AD 2019

MAD LIBS



McLean HS - 2014

22MAD LIBS



You want to have a little fun with words. 
You want to give interview subjects a jumping off point. 

You want to show multiple perspectives.

•Mad Libs 
•Stem Completion

What to 
do when...



 MAP 
23

Walnut HS 2019



 MATCHING
24

TJHSST 2019



 MINUTE BY MINUTE 
25
McLean HS 2014



Glenbrook South HS 2019

MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES 
26



MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES 
26
Smoky Hill HS 2019



 PHOTO DIARY
27

Sierra MS 2019



 PHOTO 
DIARY

27

McKinney HS 2019



The data is best understood visually. 
 Your story deals with numbers. 

You have lots of great photos. 
Geography is key. 

•Graphs 
•Infographics 
•Illustrations 
•Maps 
•Photo Diaries

What to 
do when...



 POLLS
28

Corning Painted Post HS 2019



Loudon Valley HS 2019

 PROFILE 
29



•Autobiography 
•Profile 
•Q&A 
•Roundtable 
•Transcript

What to 
do when...

  
Your background knowledge doesn’t quite cut it. 

The subject of the story has a unique voice. 
You want to include multiple points of view. 

You want to highlight the relationship between subjects. 



02
 PROS & CONS
30
McLean HS 2019



Q&A  
(QUESTION 
AND 
ANSWER)

31

Brighton HS 2019



QUIZ
32
National Geographic Traveler,  May 2019



02

 QUOTES
33

Lovejoy HS 2019



 QUOTES
33

Brighton HS 2019



 RATING
34

TJHSST 2019



RECIPE
35
Men’s Journal, July/August 2019



 ROUNDTABLE
36

Corning Painted Post HS YBK - 2017



 SCALE 
37

Shawnee Mission East HS 2019



 SCALE 
37

Corning Painted Post HS 2019



 SCHEDULE
38

Gabrielino HS - 2017



 SCHEDULE
Men’s Health Magazine 2019

38



Your story deals with time. 
A lot happens really fast. 

You want another way to show 
what happened behind the scenes 

or how an event came together. •Calendar 
•Minute by minute 
•Schedule 
•Timeline

What to 
do when...



SOCIAL MEDIA POST 
39
Rock Canyon HS 2019

Brighton HS YBK - 2016



SOCIAL MEDIA POST 
39
TJHSST 2019



The story went viral. 
Everyone is using the same hashtag. 
Events are announced on Facebook. 

Snapchat puts out new filters. 
You do it for the Gram.

•Facebook Posts 
•Instagram Stories 
•Snap Chat 
•Tweets

What to 
do when...



 STATS
Rock Canyon HS 2019

40



 STATS
INC Magazine 2019

40



STEM 
COMPLETION

41
Westfield MS 2019



02
 STEP BY STEP
42
Corning Painted Post HS 2019



02
THIS OR THAT
43
Glenbrook South HS 2019



THIS OR THAT
43
Men’s Journal 2019



TIMELINE 
44
ESPN Magazine 2019



02
 TOP 10
45
Texas HS 2019/Backpacker July/August 2019 
Men’s Fitness October 2017



 TRANSCRIPT OF CONVERSATION 
46

TJHSST 2019



 WHO KNOWS BEST?
McLean HS 2017

47



TJHSST 2019

 WORD ASSOCIATION
48



 EXPECTATION VS. REALITY
49
Corning Painted Post HS 2019



 A to Z
50

Texas HS 2019



YEARBOOKBESTIES.COM
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