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ALTERNATIVE COVERAGE



1. 5Ws (who, what, when, where, why) 
2. Advice 
3. Autobiography 
4. Behind the ________________ 
5. Breakdown  
6. By the Numbers 
7.  Calendar 
8. Chart 
9. Checklist 
10. Compare / Contrast 
11. Dos and Don’ts 
12. Facebook Posts 
13. Fact box 
14. Favorites 
15. Glossary 
16. Graph 
17. He Said / She said    
18. How to 
19. Infographic 
20. Instagram

21. List 
22. Mad Libs 
23. Map 
24. Matching 
25. Minute by Minute  
26. Multiple Perspectives 
27. Photo Diary 
28. Polls 
29. Profile 
30. Pros and Cons 
31. Q & A 
32. Quiz 
33. Quotes 
34. Rating 
35. Recipe 
36. Roundtable 
37. Scale 
38. Schedule 
39. Snap Chat / Illustration 
40. Stats

to tell a story50 ways to tell a story  
41. Stem Completion 
42. Step by Step 
43. This or That 
44. Timeline 
45. Top 10 (or 5 or 7….) 
46. Transcript of Conversation 
47. Tweet 
48. Who Knows Best 
49. Word Association 
50. Mod Mania 



What STORIES do you want / need to tell? 
(note: a story is not the same as a “topic”)  

What INFORMATION can you get? 
 
Do you have good CANDID PHOTOS? 
(Even if the yearbook staff didn’t get pictures, is it 
possible that someone took some with their own cameras 
or on their phone? Will they share?) 

ALL stories are 
made better with 
great candid 
photos.

Can we incorporate STUDENT VOICES?

50 ways to tell a story  



getting INSPIRED *

Boston Globe - 2014

Online portfolio – Pau Morgan - - 2014

CLIO Awards website - 2014



FACTS
You’re journalists. You document the year. 

Just the



#1
50 ways  

to tell a story     5Ws (who, what, when, where, why)

Legend HS YBK - 2016



#1
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to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2014

     5Ws (who, what, when, where, why)



#1
50 ways  

to tell a story

TJHSST - 2015

     5Ws (who, what, when, where, why)



#13
50 ways  

to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2013

FACT BOX



#13
50 ways  

to tell a story

Gabrielino  HS YBK - 2016

FACT BOX



#13
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Gabrielino  HS YBK - 2016

FACT BOX



#14
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to tell a story FAVORITES

West Henderson HS - 2012



#21
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to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2012

LIST



#40
50 ways  

to tell a story

Casa Roble HS - 2016

STATS



#40
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to tell a story STATS

Boone HS- 2017



#40
50 ways  

to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2013

STATS



McLean HS YBK - 2014

STATS & QUOTE#40
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#6
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to tell a story

ESPN 

    BY THE NUMBERS
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ESPN 

    BY THE NUMBERS



#6
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to tell a story

TJHSST- 2015

    BY THE NUMBERS
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McLean HS YBK - 2012

    BY THE NUMBERS



#28
50 ways  

to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2013

POLL



#28
50 ways  

to tell a story

Corning Painted Post HS YBK - 2017

POLL
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#28
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to tell a story      

POLLS

McLean HS YBK - 2014



#28
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to tell a story POLL

Whitney HS - 2016



Great stories come from great

CONVERSATIONS
Instead of an interview,  

have a conversation 
(or get your subject talking to someone else) 



Tuscarora HS YBK - 2014

PROFILE#29
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Walnut HS YBK - 2013

PROFILE#29
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McLean HS YBK - 2014

AUTOBIOGRAPHY#3
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Freedom HS YBK - 2013

AUTOBIOGRAPHY#3
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Brighton HS - 2016

SPEECH#46
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to tell a story
Transcript of *



Brighton HS - 2016

SPEECH#46
50 ways  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Transcript of *



McLean HS YBK - 2014

CONVERSATION#46
50 ways  

to tell a story
Transcript of *



McLean HS YBK - 2014

CONVERSATION#46
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Transcript of



Casa Roble HS - 2016

CONVERSATION#46
50 ways  

to tell a story
Transcript of



Casa Roble HS - 2016

CONVERSATION#46
50 ways  

to tell a story
Transcript of



CONVERSATION#46
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Transcript of *

Corning Painted Post HS YBK - 2017
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McLean HS YBK - 2012

ROUNDTABLE



#36
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to tell a story ROUNDTABLE

Corning Painted Post HS YBK - 2017



#31
50 ways  

to tell a story

McLean HS YBK – 2012 & 2013

    Q & A



McLean HS YBK - 2014

Q & A#31
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McLean HS YBK - 2014

Q & A#31
50 ways  

to tell a story



There’s a story in the

STUFF



BEHIND THE ________#4
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to tell a story

Colfax HS - 2012



BEHIND THE ________#4
50 ways  

to tell a story

Gabrielino HS - 2017



BREAKDOWN#5
50 ways  

to tell a story

Boone HS - 2017



BREAKDOWN#5
50 ways  

to tell a story

Shawnee Mission NW HS - 2016



BREAKDOWN#5
50 ways  

to tell a story

Gabrielino HS - 2017



BREAKDOWN#5
50 ways  

to tell a story

TJHSST - 2015



Show me the 

MONEY!
Good journalists know that good stories can be 

found when you follow the money trail.



BREAKDOWN#5
50 ways  

to tell a story

San Marino HS - 2012

Gabrielino HS - 2012
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to tell a story     BY THE NUMBERS

Atlee HS - 2016
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to tell a story  CHART

Arapahoe HS - 2012



Ask the 

EXPERTS
Find the students at your school 

who are in the know.



BREAKDOWN#5
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to tell a story

TJHSST - 2012



BREAKDOWN#5
50 ways  

to tell a story

McLean HS- 2014
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to tell a story

Walnut HS YBK - 2013

LIST



#11
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to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2012

DOs & DON’Ts



#11
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to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2013

DOs & DON’Ts



#11
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to tell a story DOs & DON’Ts

Corning Painted Post YBK - 2017



#35
50 ways  

to tell a story

McLean HS YBK – 2013

RECIPE



#35
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to tell a story

TJHSST - 2015

     RECIPE



#18
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to tell a story HOW TO

McLean HS YBK - 2014



HOW TO

Corning Painted Post YBK - 2017

#18
50 ways  

to tell a story
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to tell a story

TJHSST - 2015

      ADVICE
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to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2012

ADVICE



#2
50 ways  

to tell a story ADVICE

Corning Painted Post YBK - 2017
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50 ways  

to tell a story

Del Campo - 2016

ADVICE
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to tell a story     STEP BY STEP

Casa Roble HS - 2016



#42
50 ways  

to tell a story     STEP BY STEP

Casa Roble HS - 2016



#42
50 ways  

to tell a story     STEP BY STEP

Mill Valley HS YBK - 2012



#15
50 ways  

to tell a story GLOSSARY

Corning Painted Post High School-  2017



Stories happen

EVERYDAY
Think chronologically.
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to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2010

    CALENDAR
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to tell a story CALENDAR

Boone HS YBK - 2017
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to tell a story     CALENDAR



McLean HS YBK - 2012

MINUTE BY MINUTE#25
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McLean HS YBK - 2012

MINUTE BY MINUTE#25
50 ways  

to tell a story



#44
50 ways  

to tell a story

McLean HS 
YBK - 2012

     
TIMELINE

*



#44
50 ways  

to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2012

    TIMELINE



#44
50 ways  

to tell a story

Madison HS- 2016

TIMELINE



#44
50 ways  

to tell a story

Boone HS- 2017

TIMELINE



#44
50 ways  

to tell a story TIMELINE

Arapahoe HS - 2012



#44
50 ways  

to tell a story TIMELINE

Tuscarora HS - 2014
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to tell a story

#44
50 ways  

to tell a story      
TIMELINE

McLean HS YBK - 2014



#38
50 ways  

to tell a story SCHEDULE

TJHSST - 2015



#38
50 ways  

to tell a story SCHEDULE

Whitney HS - 2016



#38
50 ways  

to tell a story SCHEDULE

Whitney HS - 2016



#38
50 ways  

to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2012

SCHEDULE



#38
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to tell a story

Legend HS YBK - 2016

SCHEDULE



QUOTE
Get more students in your book.
ME
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CHECKLIST

Arrowhead Christian Academy YBK - 2012
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to tell a story

#33
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to tell a story      
QUOTES

McLean HS YBK - 2013



#33
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to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2012

QUOTES
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to tell a story QUOTES
*

Brighton HS - 2016
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to tell a story QUOTES

Brighton HS - 2016
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Enoch HS - 2012



#33
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to tell a story QUOTES

Enoch HS - 2012



How does this

COMPARE?
Give perspective & include 

more people.
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#10
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to tell a story      
COMPARISON

McLean HS YBK - 2013
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McLean HS YBK - 2012

SCALE
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#34
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to tell a story      

RATING

McLean HS YBK - 2013
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#34
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RATING

Corning Painted Post HS YBK - 2017
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#34
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to tell a story      

RATING

McLean HS YBK - 2015
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McLean HS YBK - 2012

  COMPARE / CONTRAST

Comparing the days of one girl who is addicted to technology,  
and another girl who cannot have a phone until she is 18
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Corning Painted Post HS YBK - 2017

  COMPARE / CONTRAST



Corning Painted Post HS YBK - 2017

COMPARE/ CONTRAST#10
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Corning Painted Post HS YBK - 2017

COMPARE/ CONTRAST#10
50 ways  

to tell a story



McLean HS YBK - 2015

COMPARE/ CONTRAST#10
50 ways  

to tell a story



COMPARE/ CONTRAST#10
50 ways  

to tell a story

Walnut HS - 2016

*



COMPARE/ CONTRAST#10
50 ways  

to tell a story

Shawnee Mission NW - 2016

*



COMPARE/ CONTRAST#10
50 ways  

to tell a story

Behance 2017

*



McLean HS YBK - 2014

PROS & CONS#30
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to tell a story



McLean HS YBK - 2012

HE SAID / SHE SAID#17
50 ways  

to tell a story



McLean HS YBK - 2013

SHE SAID / SHE SAID#17
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to tell a story



McLean HS YBK - 2014

MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES#26
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to tell a story



Casa Roble HS - 2016

MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES#26
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to tell a story
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to tell a story WHO KNOWS BEST?

Loudon Valley - 2012



#48
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to tell a story WHO KNOWS BEST?

Corning Painted Post HS- 2017
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to tell a story TOP 10 (or 5, or 7 or 30….)

Arrowhead Christian Academy - 2012



#45
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to tell a story TOP 5 (or 10, or 7 or 30….)

Shawnee Mission East HS - 2012



Utilize

If people are talking about it on Twitter, 
Facebook, Instagram… you probably 

should be covering it.

SOCIAL
MEDIA
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McLean HS YBK - 2012

TWEETS
*
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McLean HS YBK - 2012

TWEETS
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McLean HS YBK - 2015

TWEETS



#47
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to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2015

TWEETS



#47
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to tell a story

Chapparal HS YBK - 2017

TWEETS
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to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2012

     

 FACEBOOK  
POSTS
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TJHSST - 2015

TWEETS
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#20
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to tell a story      
INSTAGRAM

McLean HS YBK - 2014
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#20
50 ways  

to tell a story      
INSTAGRAM

Brighton HS YBK - 2016



McLean HS YBK - 2014

INSTAGRAM#20
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to tell a story

CHAPPARAL  - 2017

BITMOJIS 



#39
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to tell a story

TJHSST - 2015

SNAPCHAT (photoillustration)
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to tell a story

Atlee HS -2016

SNAPCHAT 



Let’s get

VISUAL
You are a visual storyteller.  

Use graphics to communicate information.
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Chantilly HS - 2012

Rocklin HS YBK - 2012
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to tell a story

Gabrielino HS YBK - 2012

GRAPHS

Rowland HS - 2012Shawnee Mission NW HS - 2012
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to tell a story   INFOGRAPHICS

Corning Painted Post HS- 2017
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to tell a story   INFOGRAPHICS

Shawnee Mission North HS - 2012



#19
50 ways  

to tell a story   INFOGRAPHICS

Shawnee Mission NW HS - 2012



MAPS#23
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Shawnee 
Mission NW 

HS - 2012



MAPS#23
50 ways  

to tell a story

Shawnee 
Mission NW 

HS - 2012



MAPS#23
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Corning Painted Post West HS - 2012
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Chantilly HS YBK - 2012



TJHSST - 2015

PHOTO DIARY#27
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to tell a story



Find new ways to tell familiar stories.

PLAY with

WORDS
P



McLean HS YBK - 2014

MAD LIBS#22
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McLean HS YBK - 2014

MAD LIBS#19
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Redondo HS YBK - 2013

    STEM COMPLETION
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Freedom HS YBK - 2013

    STEM COMPLETION
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Shawnee Mission North HS YBK - 2012

    STEM COMPLETION
*
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Shawnee Mission North HS YBK - 2012

    STEM COMPLETION
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#49
50 ways  

to tell a story      
WORD 

ASSOCIATION

Rocklin HS - 2012



Make it

INTERACTIVE
Give your readers more reasons  

to stay on the page.



#24
50 ways  

to tell a story

McLean HS YBK - 2013

MATCHING
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TJHSST - 2015

MATCHING
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TJHSST - 2015

QUIZ



#32
50 ways  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McLean HS YBK - 2015
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TJHSST - 2012

QUIZ
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TJHSST- 2016



#43
50 ways  

to tell a story THIS or THAT

McLean HS 2015
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Freedom HS - 2013



Put it all together for

MOD MANIA
Quick reads are fun, pack a lot of info  

and get more people in your book.



Behance - 2017

MOD MANIA#50
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Temple City HS YBK - 2014

MOD MANIA#50
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to tell a story



McLean HS YBK - 2014

MOD MANIA#50
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to tell a story



Whitney HS YBK - 2016

MOD MANIA#50
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to tell a story



THANK YOU!  
Want to share some of these ideas with your staff? 

YearbookBesties.com 

MEGHAN PERCIVAL 
Adviser, McLean High School Yearbook 

McLean, VA 
email: mjpercival@fcps.edu  

	  
 

50 ways  
to tell a story


